What do you have to do in order to Show at Fair?

 

1st thing is you need to be a registered member of 4H Loudoun County by January 1, of the current year.  
 

You need to attend 5 Club Meetings, 2 Club Service Projects, a County Level Service Project.

Do a Presentation on your project before the club, Project Book, and attend the Mandatory Fair Meeting.
 

The project book needs to be 75% complete at the time of the Fair, signed by parent, leader, and entered into Sykes Hall.  Then it needs to be completed and turned into the extension office at the end of the 4H year.  Even if you do not show at the fair in the current year, in order to show at Fair the following year, you must complete a Project Book.
 

Please note that this applies to Juniors and Seniors.  Cloverbuds are encouraged to participate in as much as they can but are not required to do so.
 

We try to do a service project each month, so there is ample time to meet the 2 Club Service project requirement.
 

Rabbits must be at least 12 weeks old by show date, and owned or purchased by June 1 of the fair year.  There are a few club members that breed rabbits.  First you want to determine which breed of rabbit is right for you, talking with members of the club, going to a rabbit show is a good place to see all the breeds, and to purchase a rabbit.  Your leaders are usually at one of these shows, please feel free to solicit there help in selecting a breeder or rabbit.
 

In order to show at Fair you must participate in Showmanship, Cloverbuds are optional.   
 

 You cannot miss more than 10 days of caring for your project animal.
 

At Fair you are required to volunteer in the ice cream shack, trash pick up, help with activities in the barn; greeting visitors, answering questions, making sure rabbits are cared for.  Before Fair there will be a general fair clean-up and Fair set up; when we bring the rabbit cages from the jump shed, and set up the barn.  
Parents will also be required to do a minimum of three hours for the week in parking and ticket booth operations.
 

After Fair, there is take down which is putting everything back into the Jump Shed, and a day or two later General Fair Clean-up.
 

Animals must stay on the fair grounds until they are released on Sunday, after 7:00 a.m.  This goes for animals sold at Auction/or private sale.
 

Sale Rabbits must be 8 weeks old, Auction Rabbits must be between 12 - 52 weeks old.  You can only auction one rabbit per member.
 

I hope that I have answered most of the questions that you may have and hope that it is helpful to you and not overwhelming.  It is a lot of work but it is also a lot of fun.
I want to help you by keeping you informed but at the same time I don't want to overwhelm anyone.  It is a lot of information to take in your first year, but once you've experienced the year, everything falls into place and is such a great fun and educational experience for the kids, and parents too!
 

